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ERROR FROM THE AIR -- The entrance to the 
SAC campus on 17th St. is the target of an 
engineering contest to redesign the traffic patterns. 
The recently built entrance was moved from its 


evident. 


corner, the potential 
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GGUSD voters reject annexation to Coast 


Narrow margin of ballots prompts 


(Photo courtesy of Community Services) 


original location during.a street widening program 
last year. Despite the installation of a signal on the 
for a traffic accident is 


Engineering contest draws 
entrancerevampingwinners 


by Dan Ruyle 


The SAC Engineering 
Department sponsored a contest 
to modify the 17th Street 
entrance to the school. 

The contest was open to all 
students. The first prize was a 
hand held calculator. Another 
calculator of lesser capabilities 
was awarded as second prize. All 
other contestants received a slide 
rule. 

The winners of the contest 
were announced Monday. The 
best design was drawn by Bob 
Excell and second place went to 
Mark McClure. There were seven 
other entries. 

Last fall 
entrance was 


the parking lot 
redesigned to 


prevent the traffic tie-up that 
has occured in previous years. 

In that change, the two exits 
were reduced to one, a traffic 
signal was installed and a system 
of looping one-way streets was 
set-up to ease the parking 
problem. 

Norman Gardner, chairman 
of the Engineering Department 
and organizer of the contest, 
said that the winning entry will 
not necessarily be implemented. 
"We will combine the entries to 
get the best design," said 
Gardner. 

Even then, the ideas may not 
be put to use. Gardner said, “We 
have very little dollars available. 
Construction will begin this 
summer, if at all.” 


According to the department 
chairman, the judging was based 
on "improvements versus cost" 
due to limited funds. 


Gardner plans another 
contest next year to redesign the 
southern entrance to the 
campus. This year the parking 
lot idea was chosen by the 
students over other engineering 
projects such as, paper airplanes, 
rubber band cars and popsicle 
stick bridges. 


The prize money was donated 
by Orange County Professional 
Engineers and there was virtually 
no cost to the school. 

Contestants entries can be 
seen in the show window across 
from room H-5. 


Scholarship awards presented 
to SAC students at banquet 


Last Wednesday, Santa Ana 
College presented its Fifteenth 
Annual Scholarship and Awards 
Program in Phillips Hall. 

The program was presented 
to award SAC students with the 
various scholarships that are 
given by individuals, companies 
and clubs throughout the county 
and state. Over 30 different 
organizations had awards to 
present with some of the grants 
going to more than one student. 

The Sully-Miller Scholarship 
was givento Mike Osborne. It is 
a $2,000 payment 
tuition at a four-year college. 


towards 


Criteria for applying for the 
grant were that you must have 
been a sophomore with plans to 
transfer to a four-year school 
and you must major in 
Engineering, Accounting or 
Economics. Factors considered 
in picking a winner were, need 
for financial aid, grade point 
average and  extra-curricular 
activities. 

The Kiwanas Club gave 
$1,600 to Jeff Lamm. Judging 
was determined by need, GPA, 
non-academic school activities 
and personality. 

Over $2,000: was offered to 


Mexican-American students for 
travel in Mexico. The money was 
distributed between 11 students 
in amounts from $50 to $850. 

Other awards given were for 
the outstanding transfer student 
in the Drama Department, sports 
awards, music, math and the 
sciences. 

Earlier this year, 30 SAC 
student won over $34,000 in 
state scholarships, the money 
distributed in amounts from 
$180 to $2,500, depending on 
the school the recepient was 
going to and amount of units he 
would take. 
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school division 


by Neal P. Carroll 


Win, lose or draw, the Garden Grove Unified School District 
voters have rejected the proposed merger to the Coast Community 
College, but at the same time they rejected the alternative three-way 
split. 

Despite the rejection last Tuesday of Proposition B, which 
outlined the three-way annexation to the adjacent college districts, it 
will probably be the ultimate solution to the problem of affiliation. 
Because of the voting split, the decision will revert to the State 
Community College Board of Governors. 

The electorate in the district actually nixed both Proposition A, 
merger to Coast, and Proposition B, joining the three college 
districts. A total of 7,880 persons, only 12.6 per cent of the 62,400 
registered voters, turned out for the Garden Grove election. A 
narrow margin decided (or confused) the issue. 

Some of the confusion stems from a clause written into the 
ballot. It stated that all three of the voting areas must approve the 
merger, or it would not be binding anywhere in the district. Two of 
the areas carried the unification proposition, but it failed by just 84 
votes in the third area. 

Proposition B was rejected heavily in all three electoral areas, but 
this was the staff recommendation to the Board of-Governors. A 
ruling is expected at their next meeting in June. By an extension of 
state law, every school district must become affiliated with a 
particular college by July 1, 1976, so the Board will act to end the 
GGUSD “floating district” status of the past 10 years. 

The school district encompasses the entire city of Garden Grove, 
as well as parts of Santa Ana, Westminster, Stanton and Cypress. The 
three-way partition for the voting areas was set at the intersection of 
Chapman Avenue and Euclid. An identical Proposition A was 
presented to all three areas, but optional wording was given for 
Proposition B depending on the residential area. 

Voting was very close in all three areas. The only vote count 
available at press time was in the area balloting on the RSCCD 
merger. The electorate adopted Proposition A by a margin of 1,033 
(yes) to 1,030 (no), a difference of only three votes which was 
acceptable because only a simple majority was required to win. 
Proposition B was defeated there by 1,287 (no) to 723 (yes). 
All 12 precincts in the area cast a total of 2,063 votes. 

The failure of this election to reach a definite conclusion brings 
the long-debated issue back to the same position it was in over six 


EE Ed 


"* ... this vote was a disaster!’’ 
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months ago. In November, 1974, the total annexation bid was 
rejected by the district voters. The Board of Governors was expected 
to reach a mandate on the issue last December, but failed to rule on 
the controversial split proposal. Instead, another election was 
planned by proponents of the merger. 

An emotional dichotomy emerged between the neighboring cities 
of Garden Grove and Santa Ana. The Grove school district and City 
Council both supported total annexation. The City Council of Santa 
Ana and the RSCCD Board of Trustees favored the split proposition. 

Both sides base their conclusions on the factor of reduced 
property taxes for the area. Reduced taxes in the established college 
areas will be substantially lower than the existing "seat tax" now 
paid by GGUSD residents. This “seat tax" enabled students to 
attend any of the five community colleges in the immediate area; 
SAC, Fullerton, Orange Coast, Cypress or Golden West. 

The tax rate is currently $1.36 per $100 assessed valuation. This 
would be reduced to 63 cents in the RSCCD, 71 cents in NOCCCD 
and 93 cents in the Coast district. If Proposition A had been 
adopted, two tax overrides totaling 40 cents would have been added 
to the Coast rate to finance a new college facility in Garden Grove. 

More confusion emerges when the possibility of a re-count of the 
votes is considered. Coast may call for a new count because of the 
small spread cf the margin. Throughout the entire district, A was 
rejected by only 14 votes. The area north of: Chapman choosing to 
merge with the NOCCCD was the only part that did not approve A, 
and there by only 84 votes. One of the reasons this area rejected the 
proposition for annexation was because it was composed of three 
different cities, Cypress, Garden Grove and Stanton. 

Reaction to the voting was as divided as the issue. Stewart Case, 
director of Community Services at SAC, said, “As far as Rancho 
Santiago is concerned, the vote was a disaster. We are on the verge of 
losing our Garden Grove students.” He based this conclusion on the 
possibility of the Coast district overriding the decision and accepting 
the area anyway. 

But sources in Garden Grove call the total merger concept ‘‘great, 
because we can maintain our whole, autonomous district.” 
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Campus News Briefs 


L1 


Black alchoholism conference 


A one day conference dealing with the problem of alcoholism 
in the black community will be held at SAC tomorrow. 

The program is co-sponsored by the Public Awareness Center, 
Rancho Santiago Community College District, the Advisory 
Committee on Black Alcoholism and the Alcoholism Services 
Division of the Orange County Mental Health Department. 

Although the conference is open to the public, pre-registration 
is required to reserve space. Persons interesed in attending should 
contact the SAC Public Awareness Center at 835-3000. 

During the morning, five lectures by professionals in various 
fields will be offered. Following a hosted luncheon on campus, 
guests will hear a presentation by the keynote speaker, Dr. James 
Johnson. A specialist in alcoholism with the Long Beach General 
Hospital, he will discuss "Acute Withdrawal Syndrome of 


Alcoholism.” 


Future newspaper editor chosen 


Neal Carroll, current news editor, has been elected to the 
position of Editor-in-Chief for the el DON next semester. 

Carroll, 25, has been a SAC student for two years and on the 
newspaper staff for three semesters. Married with one child, he is 
currently working for the city of Santa Ana Public Information 
Office while attending school full-time. 

An organizational meeting for anyone interested in being a 
reporter, photographer or cartoonist on el DON next Fall 
semester will be held on Monday, June 2, at noon in C-201 
(Humanities Building). Also, business-minded students who 
would have 10-15 hours a week to devote to being advertising 
manager are needed. The advertising manager gets a 15 per cent 


commission. 
Valedictorian named 


Paul Francis Ritter, a 36 year old Marine Corps veteran from 
Garden Grove, has been selected valedictorian for the graduating 
class of 1975 from SAC. 

Ritter has a straight 4.0 grade point average. He is an 
accounting major in the Business Education division. 


Campus Calendar 


The SAC Band will be presenting a concert Sunday, June 1 at 
8 p.m. in Phillips Hall. Three instrumental groups will perform. 

The Concert Band, a 70 member group, will perform a variety 
of music including marches and original music composed by the 
guest conductor, Jim Christensen, who is currently Director of 
Music at Disneyland and Walt Disney World. 

Today is the last day of a flea market sale sponsored by the 
SAC Players from the Theatre Arts Department. Included in the 
sale are stage furniture and costumes used by past productions. 
Men’s suits, women’s dresses, antiques, gadgets, draperies, period 
costumes, baseball and military uniforms will be sold until 5 p.m. 
tonight in Phillips Hall, room P-10. 

The annual ASSAC Picnic will be held today on the softball 
field behind the senate chambers starting at 11 a.m. All ASB 
card-holders are invited to partake in free hot-dogs and soft 
drinks. Entertainment will be provided during a softball game 
between the ASSAC government team vs. the el DON squad. 

Meta-Physician Bernard Wocher, self-proclaimed doctor of 
social ecology, soul identity and synergy integrity, will lecture in 
Phillips Hall Monday, June 2 at 7 p.m. Admission is $1. His topic 
will be "How Government Rip-offs Cause Crime, Disease, Poverty 
and War.'' 


There will be a Flamenco Guitar Concert with Mariano Cordoba, 


tomorrow in Phillips Hall, at 8 p.m. 
The movie A Man Called Horse will be presented in Phillips 


Hall, June 3, at 7 p.m. 


Final exam schedule 


Day HOURS OF EXAMINATIONS 
of 
Exam 8:00 am 11:00 am 2:00 pm 


If class meets at 
10:00 or 10:30 am 
T-TH exam is at 
11:00 am 


TH If class meets at 
6/5 7:30 or 8:00 am 

T-TH exam is at 

8:00 am 2:00 pm 
If class meets at 
10:00 am MWF or 
daily exam is at 
11:00 am 


F If class meets at 
6/6 8:00 am MWF or 

daily exam is at 

8:00 pm 2:00 pm 
If class meets at 
11:00 am MWF or 
daily exam is at 
11:00 am 


M If class meets at 
6/9 9:00 or 9:30 am 
MWF or daily exam 


is at 8:00 am 2:00 pm 
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If class meets at 
1:00 or 1:30 pm 
T-TH exam is at 


If class meets at 
1:00 or 1:30 MWF 
or daily exam is at 


If class meets at 
2:00 pm MWF or 
daily exam is at 
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If class meets at 
9:00 or 9:30 am 
T-TH exam is at 
8:00 am 


‘If class meets at 


11:00 am  T-TH 
arranged or make-up 
exam is at 8:00 am 
Arranged classes 
Work Experience 
Make-up 


If class meets at 
12:00 or 12:30 
T-TH exam is at 
11:00 am 


If class meets at 
12:00 MWF or daily 
except Adm. Justice 
exam is at 11:00 am 


If class meets at 
2:00 or 2:30. pm 
T-TH exam is at 
2:00 pm 


If class meets at 
3:00 pm-All classes ` 
EXCEPT CLU & 
Fire Sci - conflicts - 
see Dean of ADM. - 
Exam is at 2:00 pm 


for the upcoming summer term. 

For a projected total, SAC 
Summer Dean Richard Brunell 
said, "I expect we'll top 7,000." 
He anticipates an increase of 
about ten percent over last 
year's figure of 6,500. Since 
1972 SAC has seen summer 
enrollment grow by about 1000 
students annually. 

Brunell said that the reason 
for the continuing growth is the 
wide variety of courses available. 
"We're trying to broaden the 
summer offering," he said. 
"We're trying to get more 
leisure-time courses along with 
the traditional courses.” 

Several co-ed PE classes and 
two  four-week courses in 
backpacking survival and 
wilderness river-touring (with 
week-end field trips) are 
included in the leisure-time type 
curriculum. 


Hot fun 
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SAC summer students who will 
hit the road for credit. 

Shakespeare students will 
view performances at San 
Diego's Old Globe Theatre while 
SAC drama students will present 
Showboat at Phillip's Hall and a 
Black. Theatre group will be 
established. 

Dean Brunell said the summer 
term students will include 
incoming high-school graduates 
and students from four-year 
colleges who are home for the 
summer as well as the existing 
SAC student body. 

In order to  accomodate 
.everyone, beginning courses are 
offered for new students -- 
including the "flying start" 
orientation program -- as well as 
the leisure-time credits. 

“All the deans who prepare 
the summer schedule," Brunell 
ex plained, ''take into 


in the summertime 


addition of many courses not 
previously available in summer, 
such as Consumer Economics, 
Cosmetology, Dental 
Technology, Machine Shop, 
Children's Theatre and Police 
and Fire Academies. 


SAC's summer dean for three 
years, Brunell summed up his 
work with the program. “I'm 
pleased with the growth of the 
summer section over the last 
three years," he said. “We've 
made great strides as far as the 
breadth and variety of courses 
available. We intend to continue 
to give the students what they 
want.” | 

The deadline for summer 
term registration by mail or in 
person is June 5. Class schedules 
are available at the 
administration building. Classes 
begin June 16. 
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2.00 


MEXICAN-FOOD 


e APPETIZERS 


Taco and Cheese Enchilada 
Served with Spanish Rice 
and Refried Beans 


e BEVERAGES 


Taco and Chile Relleno 
Served with Spanish Rice 
and Refried Beans 


2.00 


Tostada Salad 
Refried Beans, Ground Beef on a Corn Tortilla 
topped with Shredded Lettuce, Monterey Cheese 
covered with our own Sauce, Guacamole and Sour Cream 


1.75 


* 18 Entrees to Choose From, Ala Carte Too! * 
Delicately Seasoned — Served in an 
Atmosphere Designed for Leisure Dining. 


Conveniently located in Santa Ana on W. 17th St. 
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Retrospective 


Class of 75 


comes to life 


as grad nears 


Dear Fred; 

Well, two years have slipped by since | last wrote, and 
now (at last) the “big moment” is fast approaching: 
graduation. 

Santa Ana College is now alive with activity; such 
energy l've never seen in the past 24 months. The Class 
of '75 is busy putting the final touches on its reputation 
for accomplishment. Boy, they'll remember us for a long 
time to come. 

Just last week | dropped by the bookstore to order 
my cap and gown and guess what? Sarah Frankscheimer 
asked if | would serve on the prestigious Class Song 
Committee. Naturally, | accepted, and already we've had 
one constructive meeting and we hope to get together 
again before the big date (June 12) rolls around. 

The first meeting of Sarah's committee was held at 
her house in Gardens Grove. We all got there about 8 


el DON 


p.m. and Bernie Venecelli suggested that we go over to 
the Strawberry Festival for a while to "get the creative 
juices flowing.” 


By that time, it was about 9:30 and Sandi 
Rudibecker said she had to get home before her parents 
did, so we let her go because we still had a quorum. 

The rest of us were hungry and we decided to go over 
to Pizza Pete's for some food. When we got there, we ran 
into Alice Gromlich's Class Colors Committee. They 
were trying to decide between  Purple/Orange, 
Purple/Pink, and Mauve/Mustard. 

Sarah said we shouldn't disturb Alice's group, so we 
chose a table in the corner and confronted the task at 
hand. Ronnie Engerslash, whose father owns the 
Mercedes dealership, suggested that the Song of '75 
should have a lot of guitars and drums, like Dick Dale 
and the Deltones. Sarah agreed, but thought we needed 
something more modern, like the Beatles or Gladys 
Knight and the Pips. Bernie held out for a Waylon 
Jennings song because it's the only album he owns. 

Needless to say, it looked like a stalemate. Sarah 
called Bernie a "dumb hick” and reminded him of the 
time he was a Freshman and organized a panty raid on 
Alpha Gamma Sigma, thinking it was a sorority. 

Ronnie and Sarah started playing footsie under the 
table and we were just about to take a vote when 
Hamhock Treetopper and the Class Will Committee 
came in. 

Hamhock let us read what they had thus far and it all 
looked like good, funny stuff. "Mike Norris wills his 
personality to Hal Lentz.” ‘‘Danna Gonsalves wills her 
personality to Candy Spurlock.” ‘‘The football team 
wills its personality to the basketball team.” ‘’Gregory 
Winslow wills his speaking ability to Ken Turknette.”’ 


Commentary 


by Randy Lewis 


— 


sisting that their proper place is in college.” 


American life: death, taxes and college. 


"Just as society had systematically damaged 
women by insisting that their proper place was in the 
home, so we may be damaging 18-year-olds by in- 


So says author Caroline Bird in an attempt to 
shatter at least one of the three inevitables of 


Bird has written several books and has dealt with 


Editorial Page 3 
"Paul Quinn wills his hair to Dunlap Hall." Solid 
material. 

Sarah split with Ronnie in his classic Mercedes 2000 
SL van, so Bernie and | argued the merits of Waylong 
Jennings awhile longer before heading home. Since | had 
come with Ronnie, | was without wheels and had to 
catch the last OCTD bus. No sooner did | climb aboard 
and settle into a bucket seat when Carol Beefheart and 
the Class Motto Committee got on. They couldn't decide 
between “A stitch in time saves nine," "Power to the 
people," and "E Pluribus Unum." 

| got off in Garden Grove, but Carol's group kept 
going since most of them live in Golden West's district. 
After a quick nightcap at Taco Bell, | walked over to 
Sandi Rudibecker's house. The house was dark, but her 
parents' car wasn't there so | thought l'd stop in and tell 
her how the rest of the meeting went. 

| rang the doorbell and after a few minutes the lights 
came on and Sandi came to the door with Bernie by her 
side. | apologized for the late hour and described the 
intent of my call, but Bernie assured me that he was 
filling her in, so | went on my way. 

| wonder why Bernie didn't tell me he had a car while 
we were at Pizza Pete's? 

Well, anyway, | sure hope you can make it to my 
graduation, Fred. | think | can get us some dates for the 

post-grad dance, if you don't mind psych-majors. I'm on 
the Gymnasium Decoration Committee, too, so we can 
cut in line for the punch. 

See you then. 


Travis Williams 
Class of '75 


College: the biggest rip-off 


man who completes four years of college can expect 
to earn $199,000 more beween the ages of 22 and 
64 than a man who had only a high-school diploma. 

But Bird says, "If money is the only goal, college is 
the dumbest investment you can make." Bird, along 
with a New York banker, used a computer to see 
what differences, if any, would surface if a high- 
school graduate kept his money, rather than using it 
for higher learning. Their conclusion? 
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economic problems, women's rights and population 
control. In her latest book, The Case Against 
College, she has taken a serious look at the myths 
surrounding "higher education," and has reached 
some startling conclusions. 

In an article that appeared in Psychology Today, 
reprinted from her book, Bird stated, "The 
premise—which | no longer accept—that college is 
the best place for all high-school graduates, grew 
out of a noble American ideal. 


“Just as the United States was the first nation to 


el DON has been responsible for a number of sweeping policy 
revisions during the past year, both on and off SAC's campus. 
Hard-hitting editorials concerning such subjects as Dunlap Hall's 
elevator, the parking lot, amnesty for draft evaders, the parking 
lot, John Dean's lecture and the parking lot, have had 
wide-ranging repercussions. 

At one time we adamantly demanded the removal of police 
agents from college campuses. Immediately, the California 
Supreme Court, obviously in response to our editorial comment, 
ordered them off. 

In another instance, we applauded the intent of the 
Affirmative Action program, which called for proportionate 
employment of various minority groups. Today, as a result of el 
DON's influence, job discrimination in Orange County has been 
eradicated. 

Still another example of the power of the press was exhibited 
when, following an editorial request for a greater return on 
student ASB card investments, a number of top name 
entertainers, including Dave Mason, Van Morrison (postponed) 
and John Déan, were immediately booked at SAC. 


Unfortunately, el DON has not always been successful in its 
campaigns. After reading our support of unconditional amnesty, 
President Ford refused to revise his program of conditional return 
for the draft evaders. 

But thanks to el DON 's never-ending dedication to justice, 
SAC's parking lots are free from the congestion of the past, 
traffic on the stairways in Dunlap Hall is now orderly and 
uncluttered and the world has become a better place in which to 
live. 


aspire to teach every small child to read and write," 
she says, "during the 1950's, we became the first and 
only great nation to aspire to higher education for 
all." 

On the surface, it appears that college puts the 
graduate ahead, in the long run. Most of us are 
familiar with the Census Bureau statistic that says a 


Remarks 


by Mark Voge 


The semester ends in a few. days -- a passage of 
time to which | am looking forward. 

Summer is ahead of us. But soon we will be 
making plans for the following year. 

Beyond that, we all have some idea as to where 
we want to be five or ten years from now. At least 
we should. It is easier to make decisions that way. 

Even with a goal in mind, things . . . well, plans 
can go astray. If charting one life's course over five 
years is difficult, think of the problems involved in 
planning and predicting the future of a country or 
the world. 

An impossible headache, it might be. But it is 
also a necessary one. So believe the many people 
who will be attending the Second General 
Assembly of the World Future Society next week 
in Washington, D.C. 

You probably will not hear about this on the 
radio or television, but it is significant, because the 
people who make the decisions that affect our 
leives will be there. The theme of the Assembly is 
“The Next 25 Years: Crisis and Opportunity.” 

This gathering of scientists, businessmen, 
government officials and other futurists is for the 
"imaginative exploration of man's possible future. 
The General Assembly offers a rare opportunity to 
explore the dimensions of the megacrisis -- the 


seemingly insuperable mass of complex and 


Looking 


“If a 1972 Princeton-bound high-school graduate 
had put the $34,181 that his four years of college 
would have cost him into a savings bank at 72 per 
cent interest compounded daily, he would have, at 
age 64, a total of $1,129,200.” 

However, most students are not in college for 
monetary reasons. In 1968, when jobs were easy to 
get, 65 per cent of students said they "would 
welcome less emphasis on money," according to a 
survey made by Daniel Yankelovich. By 1973, when 
employment was scarce, that figure had jumped to 
80 per cent. 

For the student who is not overly concerned with 
its finanical aspects and is in college in quest of 
knowledge, Bird has said nothing to discourage him. 
But for the student who is uncomfortable with 
college, Bird has shown that its alternatives would be 
well worth considering. 


forward 


interrelated problems -- 
world. 

It is not a convention of doomsayers. The 
Assembly hopes to establish a "World Future 
Network made up of people and organizations 
willing to devote their energies towards finding 
ways to halt the world's present drift toward 
disaster and help build a new era of harmony and 
progress.'' 

It is something worth looking forward to. 


el DON 
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that how confronts the 


Williams, John Scott; Eric Hannsa. 

el DON is published weekly by the journalism students of Santa Ana 
College, 17th at Bristol, Santa Ana, Ca., 92706. Editorial and advertising 
offices are located in the Humanities Building C-201. Phone 541-6064. 
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by Randy Lewis 


It all started eight years ago when an ambitious 
young English studio musician named Reggie 
Dwight answered an ad from the New Musical 
Express that he found crumpled in his 
wastebasket. It read: Liberty (a record company) 
Wants Talent -- Artists/Composers 
Singer-Musicians to Form New Group. 

He had no idea what his response to the ad 
would yield, but within seven years he would meet 
Bernie Taupin (his song-writing partner), change 
his name to Elton John, become the world's best 
selling record artist and make $8 million in a single 
year (1974). 

To illustrate how far Elton has come since then, 
when he put out his first album in 1969, Empty 
Sky, it was not released in America because of its 
minimal sales in his native England. 


But last week his latest album, Captain 
Fantastic and the Brown Dirt Cowboy, was given 
the platinum record award ($2 million in sales) 
before it was released. It is expected to debut on 
the sales charts in the Number One position. 


Elton said at one time that the Don't Shoot Me, 
I'm Only the Piano Player album concluded one 
phase of his career, and that the following album, 
Goodbye Yellow Brick Road, initiated the next. 


In that light, the new album can be viewed as 
the close of the second stage of his professional 
music life. The songs are largely autobiographical, 
and deal with the 1968-70 time period, before he 
became a superstar. 


In past works, Bernie Taupin's lyrics have 
consisted mostly of stories, ranging from the Civil 
War (“My Father's Gun”), to the loneliness of old 
age (‘Sixty Years On”), to rock and roll 
("Crocodile Rock”), to Marilyn Monroe ("Candle 
in the Wind") and love (“Your Song," “Tiny 
Dancer” and “Harmony”'). 


But with their new songs, Elton and Bernie 
have made a rather daring decision to change from 
their proven success formula which last year 
brought Elton the most lucrative recording 
contract in history and helped him earn 


somewhere in the neighborhood of $8 million in 
1974. 

Considering the fickle nature of rock fans, this 
move is significant. When any artist makes a 
change, he risks becoming a nobody as guickly as 
he rose to fame. Bob Dylan, for instance, lost 
many followers when he shifted from his basically 
folk-oriented music to a harder rock sound back in 
the mid-1960's. 


Fortunately, Elton has reached that point in his 
popularity that very few artists have attained: he 
has a loyal enough following that he can 
experiment, and still sell his records. The Beatles 
proved time after time that this was possible. 


"Bob Dylan, . . . lost many followers when 
he shifted from folk music to harder rock .'' 


Before the new album was released, Elton said 
that it has replaced Goodbye Yellow Brick Road 
as his personal favorite. Artistically, Captain 
Fantastic is the most significant album he has 
produced. 


Elton and Bernie's early experiences in the 
music business are the subjects of the songs, which 
reflect much: of the frustration they went through 
in their journey to fame. 


In “Bitter Fingers," lyricist Taupin relates their 
confusion about those record company executives 
who told them what to write and how to write it: 
"Oh could you knock a line or two/Together for a 
friend/Sentimental, tear inducing with a happy 
end?” 


After a couple of years of attempting to write 
“Top 30” songs, they decided to write what they 
wanted (“It seems to me a change is really 
needed/!'m sick of tra-la-las and la-de-das’’) and 
hope for the best (“From here on sonny/It’s a long 
and lonely climb"). 


Taupin also tells how conditions weren't always 
as rosy as they are now: ''while. others climb 
reaching dizzy heights/The world's in front of me 
in black and white/I’m on the bottom line." 
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Elton's close brush with matrimony is the 
subject of "Someone Saved My Life Tonight," a 
song in which Elton gives what is for me, his 
finest vocal performance to date: “You nearly had 
me roped and tied/Altar-bound, hypnotized/Sweet 
freedom whispered in my ear.” 


Elton once made a comparison between his 
career and that of the Beatles. He analogized that 
the Beatles' Revolver lifted them to a new level of 
artistic excellence, and that Honky Chateau did 
that for him. 


Sgt. Pepper gained the Beatles even. more 
popularity than they already had, and his Don't 
Shoot Me album did the same. Then the Beatles 
came out with their double album (The Beatles), 
and so did Elton (Yellow Brick Road). 


Along the same line, | imagine that he will liken 
the new album to Abbey Road, not because of the 
style or material used, but because it has lifted him 
to another plateau in his extremely successful 
Career. 


"Elton's popularity compares to that of the 
Beatles.” 


With each change that he has tried, Elton has 
risked a decline into oblivion, but has been able to 
retain, and expand, his popularity with each (such 
as his move to a lighter rock sound on Honky 
Chateau, and the expansion of his band to include 
an extra guitarist and percussionist). 


The sign of a real artist is one who is always 
trying to improve his/her product, and that is what 
has separated the great acts from the mediocre 
ones. 


Elton's experiments have not always succeeded 
(the Madman Across the Water album was 
generally panned by critics), but it is his constant 
determination to grow that puts him in the 
company of such talents as the Beatles, Bob 
Dylan, Paul Simon and Randy Newman, among 
others, who have shown the same aversion to 
artistic stagnation. 


The Big 'A' should be shakin' all 


summer with it's 


by Randy Lewis 


Elton John, Rod Stewart, for the 
Eric Clapton, the Eagles and definite 
Loggins & Messina are among 
the performers who may be 


music to Anaheim Stadium. 
Although there are no depends 
positives for any of the above 


all on a list of '"Tentatives'' for a 
series of summer concerts at the 


stadium which has been void of such occurences, both at 
in 


rock since the Who performed Anaheim 


there in 1970. 

According to a spokesperson 
stadium, “The only 

concert is the 
Chicago/Beach Boys concert'' of 
last Friday night. concerts to be held 
appearing in the return of rock Whether 


musical events will be scheduled 


Anaheim city council feels that 
mentioned rock stars, they are there will 


problems with drugs or violence. m 
Because of the history of concert promoters feel that were definite, and that all 
there is a good chance of getting 


any additional stad um. 


be any excessive 


1970, and other concerts okayed. 


plaċes, such as the Los Angeles 
Sports Arena where 511 people Times, Sgt. Jerry LeMar, the 
were arrested at the recent Pink 
Floyd concert, Anaheim officials 
have been wary of allowing 


But because of Friday night's 
upon whether the relatively incident-free event - 
28 people were arrested, 
whom were intoxicated or under 
the influence of drugs -- 


concert line-up 


According to the Los Angeles 


Anaheim police officer in charge 
of security for Friday's concert, 
predicted, “l'm sure we're going 
at the to have more concerts at the 
stadium. The city council should 
be pleased with this one.” 
Although - there were several 
most of stars named for upcoming 
concerts, the spokesperson for 
many the stadium stressed that none 


depend upon the final decision 
of the city council. 


A TRIBUTE TO THE 
THREE STOOGES... 


The ice cream grinder 


ICE CREAM 


A real soda fountain 
where Grandpa used to eat 


PLUS ONE. 
Next door to Belmont Carpets 
1223A 17th street 1/2 BIk east of Bristol 


ease ^ 


We will show the 
STOOGES' 
favorite shorts . 


PLUS, a full 
length film 


OLD MOVIE THEATRE ® 
m ANAHEIM 956-4070 8 
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takes a pre-Indy warmup lap. Driving the “Spirit 
of Orange County," a car sponsored in part by 
members of the SAC community, Grant ran 138 money. 


laps at Sunday's Indianapolis 500 before a burned 
piston put him out of commission. His effort 
earned him 20th place and $16,539 in prize 
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Solution to quarterback problem 
makes Gorrie optimistic for fall 


quarterback problem,” smiled 
the coach, who will be 

Football coach Dick Gorrie undertaking his 11th year as 
would like to forget last year's © SAC's head coach next semester. 
1-8 record, and he thinks that, Dan Troup, a Fountain 
come September, he'll have the Valley High graduate who 
team to help him bury the played at Northern Arizona last 
memory. year and will attend SAC in the 

"We finally solved our Fall, is the top prospect for that 
Z 


by Mike Brossart 


(photo by Don Hansen) 
SUPERSTITIOUS SPRINTER - Jim Straw, SAC's answer to 
'hand-me-down-Rose, is the top 100-yard-dash-man in the South 
Coast Conference. Running in a different pair of shoes each race, 
Straw's success has been phenomenal. 


Too short for baseball, 
Jim Straw tries track 


by Don Hansen 

Superstition is an important aspect in all sports. SAC's ace 
sprinter Jim Straw is a believer! 

» The Don speedster never wears the same pair of spikes 
consecutively in competition. Jim owns three pairs of track shoes 
and is constantly borrowing other trackmen's footwear. '' 
tripped twice on the Bakersfield track with the same spikes, that's 
enough to make me superstitious,” stressed Jim. 

Jim began his athletic career in a different sport -- baseball. 
"My high school coach said | was too short to play, but that | had 
a lot of speed, so why not go out for track. Thus began his 
successful career as a sprinter. 

Last year, Jim won the CIF 100-yard dash in 9.8. All of this 
season, Jim has been very consistent. He won the 100 four times 
and finished second once in five dual meets in the tough SCC. 

Coach Howard Brubaker related, "He motivates other athletes 
on the team by his performance in work-outs and in 
competition.” 

Jim has numerous hobbies including surfing, motorcycling and 
most outdoor sports. 

An undeclared major, Jim is currently taking general education 
courses. 

"| like to run and win, but mostly | like the feeling of 
self-satisfaction," stated the Don sprinter. Jim possesses a lot of 
natural abilities, but he attributes his success to hard work. 

Jim doesn't limit himself to competing. He is also an avid 
spectator in baseball, track, football and basketball. 


position. Gorrie is hoping that 
signal callers Fernando Leone 
(Santa Ana High) and Reed 
Lundstrum (Villa Park High) will 
also join his team. 

"Our quarterbacking should 
be the best since Jerry Dyer was 
here in '71 and '72," said the 
coach. The Dons won 15 games 
and lost just four under Dyer's 
leadership and won the SCC title 
in 1971. 


"We want that championship 
again," said Gorrie. ‘‘We enjoyed 
it. 

"For the last five or six years, 
our defense has been (No.) 1 or 
2 in the conference, but you 
can't get anywhere without a 
quarterback. If you don't have 
one, the other team just puts 
everybody on the line for the 
run and says, 'Go ahead and 
pass,’ '" lamented the coach. 


Among his returning 
lettermen, Gorrie cites two 
All-America candidates: 
defensive end Craig Hanson and 
Don Alaman, an AlI-SCC 
offensive guard last year. 


Gorrie looks forward to a 
favorable schedule, which 
includes just three away games 
and six at home. Two of the 
home contests will be Saturday 
afternoon games, which, 
according ‘to the coach, 
“epitomize college football.” 

He expects old rivals 
Fullerton and Orange Coast to 
be the teams to beat again, and 
feels that new league entry 
Grossmont will also be tough. 

But Gorrie is happy with the 
looks of his squad. “It looks like 
a good team. We're going to be 
okay," said the coach, looking 
ahead and trying to forget. 


» 
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Golf coach doesn't go for 
calm, collected approach 


by Mike Brossart 


"When one of my boys walks up to the first tee in a tournament, 
| want him to be so nervous he can't set the ball of the tee. | want 
him to be so nervous he falls down." 

They are seemingly strange words for a golf coach to utter. But 
when the speaker is Arlin Pirtle, it is hard to argue. 

Since becoming SAC's golf coach in 1958, the Oklahoma native 
has taken his teams to the state finals 15 times. His teams have 
finished worse than ninth in California just twice in 17 years. His 
1964 squad was the state champion. This year the Dons finished 
ninth. à 

A coach with a record like that is either very lucky or knows 
what he's doing. Pirtle appears to be an example of the latter. 

"Sometimes, with the proper work and timing, you can actually 
get a boy to play better on a particular day than he is capable of 
playing for any long period of time," explained the coach, an 
automotive instructor at SAC. “In other words, a couple. of days 
later, his score will be four or five strokes higher. But when he's at 
that peak, he'll do just great. 

"| start building up their nerves several days ahead of time. On 
the day of the tournament, when we get up for breakfast, | start to 
needle them and | keep it up right through warmups.” . 

Pirtle might say nonchalantly to one of his golfers, "Now don't 
you worry when you get up on that first tee. Everyone will be 
watching you and hoping you flub, but just relax and ignore them.” 

Pirtle said, "1 keep it up all morning so by the time the player 
gets up to the tee, he's really nervous. On that first shot he might hit 
the ball 20 yards. 

"But | don’t give a damn whether he hits it at all -- because after 
that first try he'll calm down, but the adrenalin will be flowing and 
he'll be raring to go." 

That's the important thing for Pirtle. "In golf there is not 
external stimulus like there is in football or basketball,” .he said. 
“You've got to provide your own stimulus from within." 

While he employs a certain amount of needling to put his golfers 
on edge, Pirtle avoids negative remarks preceeding a big match. 


"For the last few days before a tournament,” he said, “I never 
criticize what they (they players) do. If a boy shoots an 80 (which, 
to Pirtle, is a terrible round), | just smile and say, 'Good.' If he cuts 
it to 78 the next day, | say, ‘Real good.’ ” 


Pretty soon, says the coach, the player asks himself, "What's that 
old coot mean, good? | can shoot better than that with a nine iron 
and a putter.” More often than not, his game improves. 


"So maybe shaming them is what you're doing," smiled the 
coach, “but it's a positive approach. | don't say anything negative. A 
lot of coaches do, but | don't think that works as well.” 


When it comes to golf, Arlin Pirtle seems to know what works. 


Wrestling MVP Shuler 
selected ‘Don of Year’ 


The el Don sports staff has selected Don Shuler as 'Don of the’ 
Year' for his contributions to the SAC sports program. 


Shuler compiled a 39-3 record this season for a total mark of 78-6 
in community college competition. 


The Don wrestler finished the '73-'74 season as runner-up in 
California, but this year he was the state champion in the 176-pound 
division. 

Wrestling coach Frank Addleman said, "Don's one of the finest 
wrestlers we've had at SAC. He'll be an outstanding university 
wrestler and a possible NCAA champion. It's possible that Don 
could be a future Olympic competitor." 

Shuler related, “It's great! It's an honor to be recognized." 

The SAC grappler was named state MVP, conference MVP and 
Outstanding Wrestler of Orange County and was a JC All-American 
for two straight years. 


INSURANCE 


UP TO 


45 95 DISCOUNT 


CALSTATE INSURANCE BROKERAGE has been established in Orange County for the pást thirteen years. 
Calstate is here to give the student a fair shake on their auto insurance. Students should be aware that driving 
without insurance is very dangerous and can financially ruin them and/or their parents. It can also result in the 
LOSS of their driver's license in the event of an accident. One call to us for information doesn't cost you 
anything, but may save you some money. 


Call 


Calstate Insurance Brokerage 
200 E. First Street 
Tustin, Calif. 


Chuck Adams : 838-0723 


